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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

MINNESOTA NORTHERN RAILROAD, ) DOCKET NO. AB-497
INC -- ABANDONMENT ) (SUB-NO. 6X)
EXEMPTION -- IN POLK COUNTY, MN )

VERIFIED PETITION FOR EXEMPTION

EXEMPTION SOUGHT

Pursuant t0 49 U S C. § 10502(a), 49 CIF R § 1152.60, and 49 CF.R § 1121.1, et seq ,
MINNESOTA NORTHERN RAILROAD, INC. {MNN) hereby petitions [or an exemption from
the requrements of 49 U.S C § 10903 (or ubandonment of a portion ol its Ada Subdivision
between Milepost 66 8 north of Beltrami and Milepost 64.0 (end of track) at o1 near Beltramu, a
distance of 2.8 miles in Polk County, MN (the Raul Line). The Rail Line traverses through
United Siates Postal Zip Code 56517 in Polk County, MN

THE SUBJECT RAIL LINE

MNN acquired rail lines in northwestein Minnesota [rom a ptedecessor ol BNSF Railway
Company (BNSF) in 1997. Among those rail lines was the Ada Subdivision that extended
approximately 34 miles between Crookston. MN and the end of track at Ada, MN  (See map
altached 1o this Petition as Appendix 1), Shaded in pink in Appendix | is a 17-mile segment of
the Ada Subdivision between Beltrami, MN and Ada, MN that was abandoned and removed 1in
2007 The 2 8-mile Subject Rail Linc at and near Beltrami, MN is shaded in yellow in Appendix

1 If the proposed abandonment of that Rail Linc were o be approved, the Rail Line would be

2-







sold to West Cential Ag Services (WCAS), lo become private industry track, and MNN would
continuc to provide common carricr rail service over a 14 2-mule scgment of the Ada Subdivision
between Crookstion and Beltrami, MN

PROPOSED CONVEYANCE OF RAIL LINE
FOR USE AS A PRIVATE INDUSTRY TRACK

The sole shipper on the Raul Line 1s WCAS. WCAS ships grain from its elevalor located
at Beluami WCAS had made impiovements 1o that elevator that enable origination of 100-car
shuttle uams of giain. WCAS requires additional private track space in conjunction with
loading, switching. and staging of 1ailcars for ongination of shultle hains.

WCAS and MNN have agreed that MNN will scek authority to abandon the Rail Linc as
common carner rackage and, il such abandonment 1s approved, MNN will convey the Rail Line
to WCAS for usc as privatc industry track  MNN would operate over the privale industry uack
pursuant to an Industry Track Agreement with WCAS  MNN would parucipate in transportation
of the shuttle trains between Beltani and Ciookston, MN., MNN would interchange the shuttle
trauns (o BNSF ai Crookston, MN for long haul 11l uansportation.

Atlached 1o this Petition as Appendix 2 1s a letter from an authonzed repiesentative of
WCAS stating that WCAS doces nol oppose the proposed abandonment.

AN EXEMPTION FROM 49 U.S.C. § 10903 IS WARRANTED

Abandonment of a rail linc requires Board approval under 49 US C § 10903 However,
on petition, the Board 1s 10 exempt a proposed abandonment from the 1equirement of such
approval 1f the Board finds under 49 U S C § 10502(a) thar application of 49 U.S C § 10903 1o

the proposed abandonment 1s not 1equired 10 cany out the rail tansportation policy ol'49 U.S C.







§ 10101, and cither that the proposed abandonment 1s of Limited scope, or that application of 49
U.S.C § 10903 (o the proposcd abandonment 1s not necessary 1o protect shippers [rom abuse of
market power,

In regamid 1o the first standard of 49 U S C § 10502(a), the need for regulation is to be
tested against the provision(s) of the rail transportation policy that 1s (are) implicated by the
statute from which an exemption 1s sought. As (o abandonment under 49 U.S.C § 10903. the
11l policy most dircetly implicated 15 49 U S.C § 10101(4) in [avor of conlinuation of a sound
rail transportation system 10 mecet the needs of the public and the nauonal defense. The issue is
whether a conventional abandonment application is required 10 determine whether the
abandonment should be approved or whether 1t is so apparent that continued operauon ol the linc
is not required for an adequate rail transportation system that abandonment can be authorized by
cxemption without the need for such an application

There 1s an cstablished body of case law 1n resoluuon of that 1ssuec  An exemption for
abandonment 15 10 be denied where affected shippers contest abandonment and it is not shown
that the revenues from then traffic are clearly marginal compared 10 the cost of operating the
nvolved ruil line  Gauley River Ralroad, LLC -- Aband & Discon of Serv. Exempt, -- in
iVebster and Nicholas Counties, WV, 1999 STB LEXIS 345 a1 *14 (STB Docket No AB-559
[Sub-No. 1X], decision served June 16, 1999 at 5), Central Railroad Co. of Indiana -- Aband
Exempt -- n Dearborn, Decatur, Franklin, Ripley and Shelby Counties, IN, 1998 STB LEXIS
121 at * 10 (STB Docket No. AB-459 [Sub-No 2X|, decision served May 4, 1998 at 9-10).
However, an exemplion is appropriate wheie shippers do not oppose abandonment, or where it 1s

apparent that the rail carner would operate at a substanual loss, regardless of whether shippers
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oppose the exemption. Mimnnesota Northern Railroad, Inc -- Aband Exempt, - between
Rediand Jet and Fertile, in Polk County, MN, 1997 STB LEXIS 294 i * 25 (STB Dacket No.
AB-497 [Sub-No. 2X], decision scrved Nov. 14, 1997 at 11-12)

In the casc at hand, the sole shipper on the Rail Line does not oppose the proposed
abandonment because il is a necessary step before the Line 1s conveyed 1o it as a private industry
track (Appendix 2)

In that circumstance, 1t 1s evident that compliance with the abandonment application
process 0f49 U S C § 10903 1s not necessary to carry out the transportation policy of 49 U.S.C
§ 10101(4) in favor of a sound rail transportation system 1o meei the nceds of the public and the
national defense [n addition, issuance ol an exemption in that circumstance would [wther the
rail policics of 49 U.S.C § 10101(3) in favor of promoting safe and efficicnt rail transportation;
49 U.S C. § 10101(S) n fuvor of fostering sound economic conditions in transpoiiation; 49
U.S.C. § 10101(7) in lavor of reducing barniers to exit from the rail industry; and 49 U.S.C.

§ 10101(9) in favor of encouraging ellicient rail management,

in view of WCAS’s non-opposiuon io the proposed abandonment, 1t 1s evident that
application of 49 U S C § 10903 1o the proposed abandonment is not necessary 1o protect
shippers from an abuse of miket power.

In light of the absence of abuse of maiket power, the Board need not determine whether
the proposcd abandonment 1s of limited scope  Nevertheless, it is clear that the proposed
abandonment of only 2 8 mules of rail hine 1s of hmited scope especially wheie, as here, the Rail

Line would be conveyed 1o a shipper for continued operation as a private industry track.







Inasmuch as the evidence warrants the {indings required by 49 U.S C § 10502(a), the

Board should grant the proposed exemplion
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC CONSIDERATIONS

A drall Environmental and Historic Report is attached to this Petition as Appendix 3.
The Report forms the basis for a finding that the proposed abandonment would not have a
significant adverse effeet on the quality of the human environment nor on the preservation ol
historic resources. Comments ol agencics on whom the Report was served are attached to this
Petition as Appendix 3-A.

The Board should impose the employce protcctive conditions in Oregon Short Line R
Co. - Abandonment - Goshen, 360 | C C. 91 (1979), as a condiiion to approval of the proposed
abandonment

FEDERALLY-GRANTED RIGHT-

It appears that the Rail Line contains federally-granted night-of-way. Details would be
provided on request.

DRAFT FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE

The drafi Federal Regisier notice 1s attached Lo this Petition as Appendix 4

NEWSPAPER NOTICE
A copy of a notice published 1n a newspaper of general circulation in Polk County,

Minnesota is attached as Appendix 5







VERIFICATION
Auached 10 this Petition as Appendix 6 1s a verilication of Mr. Lee Lautt in behalf of

MNN.

N AND REQUESTED RELIEF
WHLEREFORE, the Board should grant an exempuion for abandonment of a portion of
MNN’s Ada Subdivision between Milepost 66.8 north of Beltrami and Milepost 64 0 (end of

track) at or near Beluami, a distance of 2.8 miles in Polk County, Minncsota.

Respectiully submitted,

MINNESOTA NORTHERN RAILROAD. INC
P.O. Box 705
Crookston, MN 56716

Perttioner
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THOMAS F McFARLAND
THOMAS F McFARLAND, P C.
208 South LaSalle Sureet, Suiic 1890
Chicago, IL 60604-1112

(312) 236-0204 {ofTice)

(312) 201-9695 (fax)
mefariand@uaol com

Attorney for Petitioner

DATE FILED Oclober 18,2013
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Verified Petition for Exemption
Appendix 2

(Letter of support from WCAS)
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www.weslcentralag.com

September 27, 2013

Ms Cynthia T. Brown

Chuef, Section of Administration
Office of Proccedings

Surface Tiansponation Board
395 E Streel SW, Room 1034
Washingion, DC 20024

Re: AB-497 (Sub-No. 6X), Minnesota Northern Railroad, Ine. — Abandonment Exempiion -
in Polk Countv, MN

Dear Ms. Brown:

West Central Ag Services understands that Minnesota Northern Railroad, Inc. will be filing a
Petiuion of Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board which would authorize
abandonment of the rail line that provides rail service to the grain and agronomy facilities of
West Central Ag Scrvices al Beltrami, Minnesota West Ceatral Ag Setvices 1s not opposed to
the proposed abandonment as Minnesota Northern Railroad, Inc. has agreed the rail line will
remain in place after abandonment as private industry track owned hy West Central Ag Services.

If you have any questions and/or concerns please feel free 10 contact me at the address or phone
number listed below

Thank you.
Sincerely,
%a& /'20446..-\/

Jesse McCollum, CEQ
West Central Ag Services

PO. Box 368 * Ulen, MN 56585 i 218-596-8821 | Fax 218-596-8515



http://westcentrBlag.com

Verified Petition for Exemption
Appendix 3
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Law OPFrICE
THoMAS E MCEFARLAND, PC.
208 SouTi LASALLE STREET - SUITE 1890
CHIcaGO, lLLINOIS 60604-1112
TELEPHONE (312) 236-0204
Fax (312) 201-9695

THOMAS F MCFARLAND

Nntural Resources Conservation Serviee
Natural Resources Conservauion Service
375 Jackson Sireet, Room 600

St Paul, MN 55101-1854

Minnesota Hwtoricnl Preser ation Office:
Minncsota Historical Socicty

345 Kellogg Blvd West

St Paul, MN 55102-1906

LS. Fish & Wildhfe Service:

U 8. Fish & Wildli{c Service - Region 3
One Federatl Drive

BHW Federal Building

Fort Snelling

Twin Cilies, MN 55111

Minnesoia Stuute Clearinghouse.

c/o Minnesota Depariment of Administration
200 Administration Building

50 Sherburne Avenue

St Paul, MN 55155

Munnesota Pollution Contrul Ageney:
Minnesota Pollution Coniro! Agency
520 Lefayetie Road

St Paul, MN 55155-4194

Minnesota Department of T'ransporiation:
Minnesota Depariment of Tiansportation

‘Transportation Building
395 John Ireland Blvd
St Paul, MN 55155

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-497 (Sub-No 6X), Mmnnesota Northern Railrvad, Inc. --

mcfarland@aol.com
August 6, 2013

U.S. Atmy Corps of Engineers
US Aimy Corps of Engineers
190 I'ifth Sireet East

St Poul, MN 55101-1638

Enviionmental Prutection Ageney
{regional oifice):

U 'S Environmental Proteciion Agency
Region 5

77 West Jackson Blvd

Chucugo, 1. 60604-1590

Natignal Oceanic & Atinoespherie Admin.
Nauonal Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Springs, MD 20910-3232

Citv Plannecs .

Ms Jeanctte Larson
Ciy Clerk

Ciy of Belirami, MN
PO Box 6

Belirami, MN 56517

Clllllll!’ Commissignen s
Polk County Coinmissioners
612 Nonh Bioadway
Crookston, MN 56716

National Pni k Service:
National Park Service

Mr. William D Shaddox

Chief, Land Resources Division
1849 C Street, N W, ¥MS3540
Washington, DC 20240

Abandonment Exemption -- in Polk County, MN



mailto:mcfarland@aol.com
http://Rnvironmcni.ll

Tiomas E McEARILAND

August 6, 2013
Page 2

Dear Agency or Governmental Representauve

On or about August 30 2013. Mimnnesota Northein Railroad. Inc (MNN) ntends 1o file a
Petition for Exemption lor abandonment of a portion of its Ada Subdivision between Milepost
66.8 noith of Beltrami and end of track at Milepost 64 0, a distance of 2 8 miles in Polkh County.
Minnesota,

Auached is an Envitonmental and Fhisioric Repoit desciibing the pioposed action and any
expecled environment and histonic effects, as well as a map of the affecied arca.

This Repoit is being provided so that you may review the infoimation that will form the
basis for the STB"s independent envitonmental analysis of this proceeding [l any of the
information 1s misleading or incowsect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if
you have any questions about the Board’s environmenial review process. please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W,
Washinglon, DC 20423, 202-565-6211 and 1efer (o the above Dackelt No AB-497 (Sub-No 6X)
Because the applicable statutes and 1egulauons impose stringent deadlines for processing this

action, your wrillen comments io SEA (with a copy 1o ol 1epresentative) would be appreciated
within 3 weeks.

You commenis will be consideied by the Board in evaluaung the envilonmental and
- historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact our representative directly  Our 1cpresentative in this matter is
Thomas F McFarland, Thomas F. McFarland, P C , 208 South LaSalle Swreet, Suite 1890,
Chicago. 1L 60604-1112, (312) 236-0204.

Very truly yours,

Ao M FadanaS

Thomas F McFarland

Tck -kl ene N1 60N y-dehr
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT

Date Submutted: August 6, 2013

MINNESOTA NORTHERN RAILROAD, INC.
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Crookston. MN 56716

Perinioner

THOMAS F McFARLAND
THOMAS F. McFARLAND, P.C.
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

MINNESOTA NORTHERN RAILROAD, INC -- ) )
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- ) DOCKET No
IN POLK COUNTY, MN ) AB-497 (Sub-No 6X)

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT

Pursuant 10 49 C.F R. § 1105.7 and 1105.8, MINNESOTA NORTHERN
RAILROAD, INC., {(MNN) hercby files this Draft Environmental and Historic Report.
L Environmental Report

MNN hereby submits the following information requircd by 49 C.FR §
1105.7(e):

(1)  Proposed action and alternatives. Describe the proposed action,
including commodities transporied, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail
line and ather structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in
current uperations or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonuble
alternatives to the proposed action Include a readable, detatled map and
drawings clearly delineating the project.

The proposed action is a Petition under 49 U.S.C, § 10502(a) and 499 CF. R, §
1152.60 for an exemption from 49 U.S C. §§ 10903 and 10904 that would permn MNN
lo abandon its common carrier rights and obligations in regard to a portion of its Ada
Subdivision rail linc between Milepost No 66.8 north of Beltrami and Milepost 64.0 (end
of track) at or near Beltrami, a distance of 2.8 miles in Polk County, MN (“the Rail

Line™). The Rail Linc is shaded in yellow on a map that is attached to this Report as

Appendix 1. The rail hine that 1s shaded in pink on Appendix 1 is a former portion of the




Ada Subdivision between Beltrami and Ada, MN that was abandoned and removed n
2007.

By virtue of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(2) and 49 CF R. § 1105.8(a), MNN 15
required to file this Environmental and Historic Repont. However, the proposed
abandonment will not have an cnvironmental or historic effect because 1f an exemption
authorizing abandonment were to be issucd, the track matenals in the Rail Line would
not be removed Insicad, the Rail Line would be conveyed to West Central Ag Scrvices
(WCAS), who is the sole shipper on the Rail Line. WCAS requires control of the Rail
Line in conjunction with its growng rail-related opcrations. WCAS would contmue to
operate the Rail Line as a privatc mdustry track. Thus, rail service will continue to be
provided over the Rail Line regardless of whether the Pctition for Exemption is granted
Abandonment of the Rail Line under those circumstances would have no environmental
or historic cffect. There are no reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. A map
showing the Rail Line shaded in yellow 1s attached as Appendix 1.

(2) Transportation system. Describe the effects of the proposed action on

regional or local transportation systems and patierns Estimate the amount of

traffic (passenger or freighi) that will be drverted to other transportation systems
or modes as a result of the proposed action

The proposed exemption will have no eifect on regional or local transportiation
syslems and patterns. In the event of abandonment, rail traffic of WCAS would cominuc
1o be transported by rail over the Rail Line. There would be no diversion of rail traffic to

other modes

(3)  Land use. (i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning
agencies and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by such
agencies, state whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use
plans. Describe any inconsistencies




The proposed exemption will not be inconsistent with local or regional land usc
plans. Rail traffic woukl continue to be transported over the Rail Line n the event of
abandonment. In accordance with the requirements of this regulation, MNN has
consulted by letter with the planning agencies of the City of Beltrami, MN and Polk

County, MN. See lctter attached as Appendix 2.

3) (i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state
the effect of the proposed action on any prime agricultural land.

The proposed exemption would not have any cffcct on prime agricultural land,
Rail operations would continuc over the Rail Line  Therefore, abandonment of the Rail
Linc would not have any effect on prime agncultural land. In accordance with this
regulation, MNN has consulted by lctter with the Natural Resources Conservation
Service, formerly known as the U.S Soil Conscrvation Service (Appendix 2 hereto).
Any response will be furnished to the Board's environmental scction,

(3) (in) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal
zone, include the coastal zone information required by Sec. 1105.9.

The proposcd exemption does not aflect land or water uses 1n a designated coaslal

Zonc.

3) (1v) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the

right-of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U S C 10906 and
explamn why

The right-of~way would not be suitable for aliernative public usc because n would
continue to be used as an industry irack in the event of abandonment

(49)  Energy. (i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportanon of
energy resources

The proposed exemption will have no effect on transporiation of energy

FésSources




(4) (1i} Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities
The proposed exemption will have no effect on recyclable commodities.

(4) (111) Stare whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

The proposed cxemption will have no effect on ovcrall cnergy efficiency.

(4) (iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail 10 motor
carriage of more than. (A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or (B) An average of 50
rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the affected line, quannfy the
resulting net change m energy consumption and show data and methodology used
1o arrive at the figure given To nummize the production of repentive daia, the
information on overall energy efficiency in Sec 1105.7(e)(4)(iii) need not be
supplied if the more detailed mformation in Sec 1105.7(e)(4) (i) 1s required

Not applicable

(5)  Air. (1) If the proposed action will result in erther. (A} An increase m rail
traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross tons miles annually) or an
increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected by the
proposal, or (B) An increase in rail yard acnivity of at least 100 percent
(measured by car load activity), or (C)} An average increase in truck traffic of
more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any
affected road segment, quannfy the anncipated effect on air emissions. For a
proposal under 49 U.S.C 10901 (or 10505) to construct a new hine or reinstitute
service over a previously abandoned line, only the eight train a day provision in
subsection (3)(i}(A) will apply

Not apphcable

) (i) If the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under
the Clean Air Act, and will result i either: (A) An increase mn rail traffic of at
least 50 percent (measured in gross tons miles annually) or an increase of at least
three irains a day on any segment of the rail line, (B) An mcrease in rail yard
activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload actvity) or (C) An average
increase in truck traffic of more than 10 per cent of the average duily traffic of 50
vehicles a day on a given road segment, then staie whether any expected
increased emissions are within the paramelters established by the State
Implementanon Plan. However, for a rail construction under 49 U S C 10901
(or 49 U.S.C. 10505}, or a case involving the reinstitution of service over a
previowsly ubandoned line, only the three train a day threshold in this em shall
applv.

Not applicable




(5) (i) If transportation of ozone depleting matenals (such as nitrogen oxide
and freon) is contemplated, identyfy the materials and quantity, the frequency of
service, safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety

record (1o the extent available) on derailments. accidents and spills, contingency

plans 1o deual with acardental spills, and the hkelihood of an accidental release of
ozone depleting materials in the event of u collision or derailment.

Not applicable

(6)  Noise Ifany ofthe thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are
surpassed. state whether the proposed action will cause (i) An incremental
increase 1n noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more,

Not applicable

(6)  (ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. [f so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospuals, residences,
retirement communifies, and nursing homes) in the project area, und quaniify the
noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed

No1 applicable

(7)  Safety. (1) Describe any effecis of the proposed action on public health and
safety (including \ehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings).

The proposed exemption will have no effect on public health and safety.

(7) (i) If hazardous materials are expected to be transporied, identifv: the
matenials and quannty, the frequency of senuce, whether chemicals are bemng
transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds, safety
praciices (including any speed restrictions): the applicant s safety record (1o the
extent available) on deraiiments, accidents and hazardous spills, the connngency

plans to deal with accidenial spills, and the likelihood of an accident release of
hazardous materials.

Not apphcable

(7} (i) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way. identify
the location of those sues and types of hazardous materials involved.

Not applicable




8 Biological resources (1) Based on consultanon with the U.S Fish and
Waldlife Service, staie whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect

endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if
so0, describe the effects.

The proposed exemption would not adverscly affect endangered or threatened
species or areas designated as cntical habitat In accordance with this regulation, MNN
has consulicd by letter with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Appendix 2)

(8}  (ii) State whether wildiife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks
or forests will be affected, and describe any effects

The proposed exemption would not affccl wildlife sanctuarics or refuges, nor

National or statc parks or forests.

9) Water. (1) Based on consultation with State water qualiy officials, state

whether the proposed actnion 1s consistent with applicable Federal, State or local

water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies

The proposed cxemption will be consistent with applicable Federal, State or local
water qualily standards. [n accordance with this regulation, MNN has consulted by letter
wilth Minnesota water quality ofTicials (Appendix 2). Any responsc will be furmished to

the Board’s environmental section.,

(9 (ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, siate

whether pernuts under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are
required for the proposed action and whether designated wetlands or 100-year

Slood plains will be affected. Describe the effects

Permits under seciion 404 of the Clean Water Act are not required for the
proposed cxemption. The proposed exemption will not affect any designated wetlands or
100-year flood plains In accordance with this regulation, MNN has consulied by letter

with the U.S. Army Corps of Engincers (Appendix 2). Any responsc will be furmished to

the Board's environmental section.




(9)  (iu) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33
U S.C 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental protection
or equivalent agency 1if they are unsure whether such permis are required.)

Permuts under section 402 of the Clean Water Act arc not required for the

proposed cxemption. In accordance with this regulation, MNN has consulted by letter

with the U S. Environmental Protcction Agency (Appendix 2). Any response will be

furnished to the Board’s environmental section.

(10)  Proposed Mingation Describe any actions that are proposed to nitigaie
adverse emvironmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is
appropriaie.

Not applicable
11, Historic Report

MNN hereby submits the following information required by 49 C.F.R. §
1105.8(d):

(1) A USG.S topograplic map (or an alternate map drawn 1o scale and
sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicimity of the
proposed action) showing the locanon of the proposed action, and the locations
and approximate dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years old or older
are part of the proposed uction,

The requircd topographic map is attached 1o this Report as Appendix 3.

(2) A wruten description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to
the extent known), and the topographv and urban and/or rural characteristics of
the surrounding area,

The right-of-way 1o be abandoned 1s generally 100 feet wide, except that it is

generally 50 feet wide through town sites, and is 2.8 miles long. 1t extends generally

through rural, slightly rolling terrain.




Line,

(3) Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopes}
of railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the
immediately surrounding area;

Attached 1o this Report as Appendix 4 arc photographs of the bridges on the Rail

(4) The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent
of any major alterations, 1o the extent such wmformanon is known,

Not known, except that the bridges are thought to be more than 50 years old.

(5) A brief narrative story of carrier aperations in the area, and an

explananion of whai, if any, changes are contempluted as a result of the proposed
action;

The Rail Line was originally a part of a line of the Great Northern Ralway

between the Canadian border near Noyes, MN and Minncapolis, MN, The Rail Line

came under the ownership of BNSF Railway Company through a scries of mergers. It

was acquired by MNN in 1997,

(6) A brief summary of documenis in the carrier’s possession, such as

engineering drawings. that might be useful in documenting a structure that 1s
Jound to be historic

No such documenis are in MNN's possession

(7)  An opinion (based on readilv available information in the railroad’s
possession) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for hstung on
the Natonal Register of Ihstoric Pluces (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a
likehhood of archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic
properues in the project area, and the basis for these opmions (including any

consultations with the State Historic preservation Qffice, local historical societies
or universities),

It is MNN’s opinion that the bridges on the Rail Line do not meet the criteria for

listing on the National Register of Historical Places, and that there 1s no likelihood of

archcological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the

project area. 1n accordance with this regulation, MNN has consulted by letter with




the Minnesota Historic Preservation Office (Appendix 2)  Any response will be

furmished to the Board’s environmental scction.

(8) A descripnon (based on readily available information in the railroad s
possessian) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill,
environmenial conditions (naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the
archeological recovery of resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence
of toxic wustes), and the surrounding terrain.

MNN has no knowledge of any prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, or
environmental conditions that might affect the archeological recovery of resources and

the surrounding terrain.

Respect fully submutted.

MINNESOTA NORTHERN RAILROAD, INC,
P O Box 705

Crookston, MN 56716

Peutioner

s € e Cad N

THOMAS F. McFARLAND
THOMAS F. McFARLAND, P.C.
208 South LaSalle Sircet, Suitc 1890
Chicago, 1L 60604-1112

(312) 236-0204

Attorney for Petitioner

Dated Submitted: August 6, 2013

10
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Law OFFICE

THOMAS E MCEFARLAND, PC.
208 SOoUTH LASALLE STREET - SUITE 1890
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604-1112
TELEPHONE (312) 236-0204
FAaX (312) 201-9695

mcfarland@aol.com
THOMAS F MCFARLAND

Augusl 2, 2013

Naturul Resources Conservalion Service: US Army Corps of Engincers:

375 Jacksan Street, Room 600 199 Fifth Street East

St, Paul, MN 55101-1854 St Paul, MN 55101-1638

Munesota Historical Preservation Office; US Envaionmenta! 1M otection Ageney
Minnesota | listonical Socicly Region 5.

345 Kellogp Blvd West 77 West Jackson Blvd

St Pmul, MN 55102-1906 Chicago, IL 60604-3590

1S Fish & Whldhie Service — Repion 3. Nationnl Ocenme & Atmosphene Adim
One Federal Drive National Geodetic Survey

BHW Federal Building 1315 East-West Highway

Fort Snclling Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Twin Ciuies, MN 55111

Minnesola State Cleasmghouse City Clerk

¢fo Minnesola Department of Adminisuation Cuy of Beltram

200 Administration Building PO Box§6

50 Sherburne Avenue Beltrami, MN 56517

St Paul, MN 55155

Minneseia Pollution Control Apency: (for County Planners)
520 Lalayeite Road Polk County

St Poul, MN 55155-24194 612 Nonth Broadway

Crookston, MN 56716

Minnesofa Departinend of Transpo tation:

Transportation Building M. Willinm . Shaddox:
395 John Ireland Blvd. National Park Service, Land Resources Dir.
St Paul, MN 35155 1849 C Swreet, N W, ¢ MS 3540

Washimgton, DC 20240

Re Surface Tianspoitation Boaid Docket No. AB — 497 (Sub-No. 6X)
Minnesota Northern Railread. Inc - - Abandonment
Exemption - - in Polk Couniy, MN

Dear Agency or Governmenial Representative



mailto:mcfarland@aol.com

THOMAS FE MCEARLAND

August 2, 2013
Page 2

Minnesota Northern Railroad, Ine (MNN) plans to file a Petition with the Surface
Transportation Boaird (STR) in the near future for an exemption pel:mming abandonment
ol a portion ol 1ts Ada Subdivision between milepost No 66.8 north of Beliram: and
milepost No 64 0 (end of rack) at or near Beliram, a distance of 2.8 miles in Polk
County. Minnesota (“the Rail Line™) The Rail Linc is shaded in ycllow on a map that 1s

attached Lo this letter as Appendix 1.

Although MNN is filing this Environmental and Histoiic Repoit as required by
law, abandonment of this 2.8-mile rail line at and ncar Beltranu, Polk County, MN will
have no enviionmental or historic effect because the rail and uack maieiials in the rail
line will not be removed 1n the event of abandonment Instead, 1l abandonment were 10
be appioved. the sole shipper served by the 1ail line, West Central Ag Services (WCAS).
will acquire the 1ail line as a privaie indusinal track. and rail service will continue to be

provided over the rail linc by WCAS, or by MNN pursuant 1o a contract with WCAS

Pursuant to STB regulations at49 C F R 1105 7, this letter 1s Lo request youw
assistance in identifving polential environmemal and historic effects of the proposed
abandonment. MNN does not anticipate any adverse envitonmental o1 histonie impacts.
however. If you identify any such adveise impacts, please describe any action that could
be taken to miugate such adverse impacts Please provide a written response Lo this letier
s0 that 1t ¢an be included 1n a Drafl Envionmental and Historic Repoit that MNN will

preparce and file with the ST




TiomAas F McEARLAND

AugustL 2, 2013
Page 3

COUNTY AND CITY PLANNING AGENCIES. Pleasc state whether the

proposcd abandonment would be consistent with existing land-use plans. Describe any

Lhconsislencies

US SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE Please state the effect of the proposed

abandonment on any prime agiicultural land.

US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE Please state {1) whether the proposed
abandonment 1s likely to adversely affect endangered or threalened species or aieas
designated as a critical habitat and. 1f so, please describe such effects; and (2) whether
wildlife sanctuaries or 1efuges. National or Stae parks ot forests wall be affected and, 1f

50, please describe such cffects

STATE WATER QUALITY OFFICIALS. Please state whether the pioposed

abandonment would be consistent with applicable Fedeial, State or Local water quality

standards, Pleasc desciibe any inconsisiencies

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS Pleasc state (1) whether permits under
Scction 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S C. 1344) are required for the proposed
abundonment, and (2) whether any designated weilands o1 100-yean flood plains would

be affecied by the proposed abandonment. Please describe any such elTects




TiioMAs E MCRARLAND

August 2, 2013
Page 4

US AND STATE ENVIRONMENTAIL, PROTECTION AGENCILS (OR
EQUIVALENT AGENCY). Plcasc (1) identify any potenual adveise envilonmental
efTects ol the proposed abandonment on the suriounding area, and (2) identify the
location of any known hazardous materials spills on the right-of~way ol the Rail Line,
and hst the types ol hazardous inatenals involved, and (3) state whether permiis under

Sccuion 402 of the Clean Waier Acl (33 U S C 1342) are required for the proposed

abandonmeni

STATE HISTORICAL PRESERVATION OFFICE Pleasc identify any known
bridges and/or other structures located on the Rail Line that aie 50 years old or older, and
which are histonically significant. Pleasce staie whether the proposed abandonment would
have an adveise e{lect on such bridges and /for structures and, il so, pleasc descrihe

cffforts that can be taken duzing 1cmoval of the wracks 1n the Rail Line to mitigate any

such adveise effects

Plcase send your reply to me as MNN’s aitorney to* Thomas F McFarland, 208
South LaSalle Street, suite 1890, Chicago, IL 60604 You may reach me by telephone at
(312) 236-0204 1f you have any questions o1 need fuither infoimation MNN appreciates

your assistance in furmishing a reply to this letier.

Sincerely
A vt N Frnlonds

Thomas F. McFaland
Attarney for Mumnesota
Northern Railroad, Ine

1600

cc Mr, Lee Lauu
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Verified Petition for Exemption
Appendix 3-A

(Responses to DEHR)




C (e V09

]-/4: Minnesota
Historical Society R e Ne » SHARING > CORNECTING

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

RECEIVED

+SEP 0 5 2013
McFARLr::), P.C.

August 30, 2013

Mr Thomas F McFarland, PC
208 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1890
Chicago, I. 60604-1112

Re Minnesota Northemn Railroad to abandon a 2.8 mile section of its Ada Subdivision
rail ine between milepost No, 66 8 and milepost No 84 0 near Beltrami
Polk County, MN
MN SHPO No, 2013-2734

Dear Mr McFarland

Thank you for the opportunty to comment on the above project. It 1s being reviewed pursuant to the
responsibilities given the State Histonc Preservation Officer by the National Histonc Preservation Act
of 1966 and implementing federal regulations at 36CFR800

This railroad, histoncally known as the St Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway (Great Northem),
has been determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Histonc Places We have
reviewed the submitted matenal regarding the proposed abandonment and subsequent acquisition
of this segment of rail ine and have determined that the proposed project will have no adverse
effect on histonc properties  This determination is based on the fact that the rails and tracks will not
be removed and that rail service will continue along this segment of rail line

If you have any questions regarding our above comments, please contact Kelly Gragg-Johnson at
(651) 259-3455

Sincerely,

%amaxo:\\ﬂoovbé

Barbara Howard, Deputy State Histonc Preservation Officer
Minnesota State Histonc Preservation Office

Minnesota Historlzal Society, 345 Kellegg Boulevard Wast, Salnt Paul, Minnesota 55'02
651-255-3000 - 888-727-8386 » www mnhs.org




Re: NGS Response, STB Docket . Page 1 o' 2

%]

From* Dave Zenk - NOAA Federal <dave zenk{noaa.gov>
To. Barke, John {DOT) {DOT) <john barke@siate mn us>

Cc: mcfarland <mcfarand@aol.com>, Surface Trangportalion Board <sea@sib doi.gov>, Lucy Hall <Lucy Hall@noaa gov=>.
Obwocha, Benard (DOT) (DOT) <benard.obwocha@state mn.us>; Simon Monroe - NOAA Federal
<simon monroe@noaa.gov>
Subject: Re: NGS Response, STB Docket AB-497 (SUB NO. DOBX)
Date: Tue, Aug 20, 2013 4 05 pm

John,

NGS nforms me that a stretch of raiiroad will be abandoned along MN TH 9 in POLK County from around Beltram to
the south county line 1 do not know exact imits of the abandonment

The rallroad parallels the highway from Greenview to Lockhart

Thanks
Dave Zenk

On Tue, Aug 20, 2013 at 3 19 PM, Simon Monroe <simon.monree@noaa gov> wrote

Thank you for shanng your railroad abandonment environmental report for
BELTRAMI, Polk County, MINNESOTA

Approximately 03 geodetic survey marks may be located in the area
described These marks may ¢r may not be disturbed

If marks will be disturbed by the abandonment, [THE RAILROAD] shall
consult with the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) at least 90 days pnor to

beginning salvage activities that will disturb, or destroy any geodetic
station

marks are descnbed on the attached file Additonal advice 1s provided
at

http://geodesy.noaa govimarks/railroads/

| | {- - 1 1 ] 1}
1 1 LI} 1 1 1 LI

| 1SL0260|0 1/88/ADJUSTED|N473142 10821|W0863155 93397|C. |G|V 316 RESET
| |SL1205]. 1]88/ADJUSTED|N472956 33 |W0963213 14 |C [G|5408 P
| |SL1204] 1|88/ADJUSTED|N472954.40 . [W0963212.47 . |B [GIZ 377

hun+//mail.aol.com/37966-2 1 1 /aol-6/cn-us/mail/PrintMcessage.aspx 8/20/2013

-



mailto:zenk@noaa.gov
mailto:mcfariand@aol.com
mailto:monroe@noaa.gov
http://geodesy.noaa

Re: NGS Response, STB Docket ... PPage 2 of 2

Dave Zenk PE, LS

Geodetic Unit, 8th Floor

385 John lreland Blvd, MS641
St Paul, MN 55155

651-366-3523 office
651-366-3444 fax
612-414-89522 cellular

dave zenk@state mn us (state business)

dave Zenk@noaa.gov {federal business)
zenkx002@umn.edu {personal businass)

hup-/mail aol com/37966-21 1/aol-6/cn-us/mail/PrintMessage.aspx

8/20/2013



mailto:Zenk@noaa.gov
mailto:zenkx002@umn.edu

NGS Response, STB Docket A3-... Page 1 of |

From. Simon Monroe <simon.monroe@noaa gov>
To: mefarland <mefarland@aol com>

Ce: Surface Transportation Board <sea@slb.dol.gov>; dave.zenk <dave zenk@noaa gov>; Lucy Hall
<Lucy Hall@noaa gov>; Simon Monroe <Simon Monroe@noaa.gov>

Subject: NGS Response, STB Docket AB-497 (SUB NO 0086X)
Date: Tue, Aug 20, 2013 3:19 pm

Tnank you [or sharing your railroad abandonmeni environmental report for

BELTRAML, Polk County, MLNNESOTA

Approximately 03 geodelLic survey marks may be located 1n Jhe area
described. These marks may or may nol be disturbed.

If marks will be disturbed by .he abandonmeni, [THE RAILROAD| shall
consult with the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) at leasl 90 days prior to

beginning salvage activities that will disturb, or desiroy any geodellc
sLation

marks are described on the attachod tile. Addational advice is provided
at

hitp*//geodesy.noaa.gov/marks/railroads/

| . .1SL0260|0 1|88/ADJUSTED|IN473142.1082]1|W0963155.933971C .. |G|V 316
RESET

l.. [ISL1205]|. 1|88/ADJUSTEDINA72956.33 . |W0963213.14...|C ..1G|5408 P

le...18L1204|. 1|88/ADJUSTEDINA72954.40. |W0963212.47...|B...1G|Z 377

hup-//mail.aol.com/37966-21 lIuol-6lcn-us/maiIIPrinlMcs'gi_n_ge aspx
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RECzived

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ST PAUL DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
180 FIFTH STREET EAST, SUITE 700 AUG i 9 2‘"3
ST PAUL MN 55101-1678
McFAR
August 13,2013 ALAND. 7.C,

REPLY TO

ATTENTION OF

Programs and Project Management Division
Project Management Branch (PM-B)

SUBJECT Docket No. AB-497 (Sub-No. 6X) - Minnesota Northern Railroad. Inc
Abandonment Exemption in Polk County, Minnesota

Mr. Thomas F. McFarland, » C
208 South LaSalle Strect, Suite 1890
Chicago, lllinois 60604-1112

Dear Mr. McFarland:

We are replying to your August 6. 2013, letter requesting comments lor the Minncsota
Northern Railroad, Inc. Petition for Exemption for abandonment of a portion of the Ada
Subdivision between milepost 66 8 north of Beltrami and end of track at milepost 64.0 in Polk
County, Minncsota.

The potential abandenment, as outlined in the Drafl Environmental and Historic Report, will not
affect any existing Corps of Engincers projects or real estate within the Saint Paul District Civil
Works boundaries. We do not anticipate future impacts Lo any Corps of Engineers projccts or
real estate within the District’s Civil Works boundarics. However, the city of Ada and the Wild
Ricec Watershed District are jointly constructing a non-Federal Icvee project at Ada. Minnesola

It is recommended that Minnesota Northern Railroad. Inc. coordinate with Kevin Ruud of the
Wild Rice Watershed Districl to ensure the abandonment will not impact that project Mr. Ruud
can be reached by telephone at (218) 784-5501 or by mail at: AT'IN' Kevin Ruud. Admnistrator
Wild Rice Watcrshed Disiriet, 11 Filth Avenue Easl, Ada, Minnesota 56510.

- The proposced project is located within the Saint Paul District’s Regulatory jurisdiction.
Any dredge or fill matenal deposited in waters ol the United States (including wetlands, sireams,
cte.) requires a CWA 404 permit. The plan as submiued calls for the decommissioning of a
bridge in the abandonment location and any material placed or lalling into the stream from this
aspect of the plan would require a permit. You should coordinalc with Mr. JefT Olson of the
Saint Paul Regulatory Office concerning permitting questions Mr. Olson can be reached by
tetephone at (651) 290-5311 or by mail at: ATTN.CEMVP-OP-R/JelT Olson, Saint Paul
Regulatory Office, Saint Paul District, Army Corps of Engineers, 180 IZast Fifth Street, Suite
700, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101




A copy of this letter has been [urnished to Mr. Ruud of the Wild Rice Watershed District.
Please note that this letter does not eliminate the need for State, local. or other authorizauons,
such as those of the Minnesota Department of Naiural Resources

Sincerely,

A Maa

seph H. Mosc
Chief, Project Management Branch (PM-B)



http://Plea.se
http://Mo.se

RE: Minnesow Northern Railroad ... Page | of | i

From: Horton, Andrew <andrew_horton@fws.gov>
To: mefarland <mcfarland@acl com>
Subject: RE. Minnesota Northern Railroad Abandonment Exemplion
Date: Fri, Sep 13, 2013 12 55 pm

| have reviewed the proposed rail abandonment located in Polk County, Minnesota and was received in our office on
August 20, 2013. Dakola skipper (Hespena dacotae) and Poweshiek skipperling (Oansma poweshiek) are located in Polk
County, however, our records indicate there are no federally listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed
critical habitat within the action area of the proposed project If project plans change, additional information on listed or
proposed species becomes available, or new species are listed that may be affected by the project, consultation should be
reinialed. This concludes our technical assistance review of the proposed construction at the above location. If you have
any further endangered species questions, please contact me at (612) 725-3548 x2208.

Andrew Horton

Fish and Wildlife Biologist

U 8. Fish and Wildlife Service
Twin Cities ES Field Office
4101 Amencan Blvd East
Bloomington, MN 55425-1665
(612) 725-3548 ext. 2208

hupz//mail.aol.com/38041-1 1 1/aol-6/en-us/mail/PrintMessage aspx 971372013
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Verified Petition for Exemption
Appendix 4

(Draft Federal Register Notice)




APPENDIX 4
DRAFT FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE PER 49 C.F.R. § 1152.60(c)

STB No. AB-497 (Sub-No. 6X), Mmnnesota Northern Railroad, Inc. —
Abandonment Exemption — in Polk County, MN

Nofice of Verified Petition for Exemption to Abandon Rzil Scervice

On October 18, 2013, MINNESOTA NORTHERN RAILROAD, INC. (MNN), liled with
the Swiface ransportation Board, Washingtlon, DC, a Petiion for Exemption from 49 U.S.C.
10903 for abandoenment of rail scrvice of a portion of the Ada Subdivision of MNN between
Milepost No. 66 8 north ol Beltram: and Milepost 64.0 (end of track) at or near Beltrami, which
traverses through United States Postal Service Zip Code 56517, a distance of 2.8 mules in Polk
County, Minnesota

The rail line contains federally granted rights-of-way Any documentation in the
railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requestng it.

I'he interest of railroad employces would be prolecied by imposition of conditions 10
approval ol abandonment imposecd 1n Oregon Short Line R Co. - Abandonment - Goshen, 360
I.C.C. 91 (1979)

Any oller of lnancial assistance will be due no later than 10 days afler service of a
decision granting the petition for exemplion,

All interesied persons should be aware that following abandonment ol ril service and
salvage of the line, the Line may be suitable lor other public use, including interim trail use

Any request for a public use condition and any request for trail use/rail banking wall be
due no later than 20 days aficr notice of the filing of the petition for exemption is published 1n
the Federal Register

Persons secking further information conceining abandonment piocedures may contact the
Sw fage Transportation Boawd or refer Lo the full abandonment or discontinuance regulations at
49 CF R part 1152, Questions concerning environmental 1ssues may be direcled 1o the Board’s
Scciion of Environmental Analysis.

An cnviionmental assessment (EA) (or environmenial impact statement (EIS), if
necessary) prepared by the Section of Environmental Analysis will be served upon all parties of
record and upon any agencies or other persons who commented during 1ts preparation. Any other
persons who would hike to obtain a copy of the EA (or EIS) may contact the Section of
Environmental Analysis. ZAs in these abandonment proccedings normally will be made
available within 60 days ol the filing of the petition The deadline lor submission of comments
on the EA will generally be within 30 days of its service




Verified Petition for Exemption
Appendix 5

(Newspaper notice)




Affidavit of Publiention—Crookston Dafly Times, Crookston, Minn.

- - =3
NOTICE OF INTLNT TO ABANDON |

RAIL LINL

MINNESOTA NOKRIFHLCRN  RAIL-
ROAD, INC. (MNN) gives notice that un
or abuut August 30, 2013, 1t interuls ta file
with the Surfuce Transportabon Boand,
Washington; DC 20423, & Petition for Bx-
umption from the réquirements of 49
US.C. § 10903 for abandonment of a por-
tron of fts Ada Subdivision between Mile-

Post 66 8 nurth o1 Beltrami and end of trutk ]

nt Milepast 64 0, a dlstance of 28 miles, in
Polk County. Minnesota (“the Rl Linw™)
The Rail Line traverses throught Umited
Statis Powal Zip Code 56517 In Polk
County, Minnciota  The proceeting hits
been docketed ns 518 Docket No AB-497
{Sub-No 6X),

The Board’s Section of | nvinnmental

Analyss (SCA) wili generally prepare an

Envirinmental Assessment (EA),' which
will normally beavallable 25 days ufter the
fihng of the notice jor abindenment ‘ex-
emplinn Commenis on environmental

and m:-rv matters should be filed no lacer,
wayf afiFr the EA becomes avall-~

“tlian 15 >
able: to thu public and will be addrvssid m
a Board declmon. Intervated persons mily
{ ©blan a capy of the LA or make inyunes
regarding environmental matters by w-
kg 0 SEA, Surface Transporuition Hoard,
Wushington, DC 20423 of by calling SEA at
202-565 6211
,  Apprupnate offers of financial asmistance
bty continue raul service can be filed with
, the Roird  Request for environmentl
conditions, public use conditions, or rall
banking/iruls use alsn’can be fited with
the Baard  An priginal and 10 coples of
5ty phidding 1Kt rawds mtters pher than
s environmenial ssues (such s trads use,
« public use, and offers of financal asms-
tance) miust be filed direily with the
Hourd's Oifice of the Socretary, 1925 K
Streel, N W, Washungton, 1DC 20423 (See 49
CIR 104 1(a) ond 11043{u)), and ¢me

copy imust be served on opplicant’s refini.

scntubive (S A% CFR 1102 12(a)), Ques-
. uony’ regarding offers &f  finanal

assisiance, public use ur tmuls use may be

duected to thw Bound's Otfire of Congres-
1#lonal and Public Services at 202-565-1592.
Copies of any communts or requusts for
condutlons should b servied on the apph-
cant’s representative, Thomas I M ar-
lasnl, Thonun B Mo Parkand) PC, 208 South®
Laballe, Street, Sulte 1890, Chicagw, 1L
60604-[112 .
Aug. 14 L | leldd

- ——

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF MINNESOTA,
County of Polk

DO“CE\& ...F.-Q'? e being duly sworn

on oath says that he now 1s, ond d all the tmes herein stated hos been
one of the publishers and/or printers the newspaper known as The Crookston
Daily Times and has full knowledge of the facts heremn stated

That for more than one year Immedlately prior_to the publication thereln of the

rinted QU STem . Veaalg L0y . .. .l
ll,lerot.n attached, sald newspaper was printed published in the English language
from s known office of publication wathin the City of Crookston, in the county of
Polk, State of Minnesota, five times each week m columm and sheet form equivalent
in space to 450 running inches of single columm two inches wide; has been izwied
from a known office established in said place of publication equipped with skilled
workmen and the necessary material for prepanng and printing the same: _ .. ___

S, Q Y&Q}.&&h-ﬁ.-@.ﬁﬁl\l ‘:Y.\u;.\aé;- e e

)
) 85
)

has had In iy makeup not leas than twenty-five per cent of its news columna devoted
to local news of Interest to sald community it purporta to serve, the press work of
which has been done In its sald known office of publication; has contained genorul
news, comments, and miscellaney; hos not duplicated any other publication; has not
been entircly made up of patents, plate matter and advertisements; has been cir-
culated at and near its sald place of publication to the exient of 240 coples regularly
delivered to paying subscribers; has been ontered aa second class mail matter in the
locn! post office of ito snid place of publioation, that I.he.re has hesn on filo in the
office of the County Auditor of said county l.hehhaﬂldnu vit of a person h::l:: pf::::

knowledge of the facts constitubng ita qualifieations as a newspape -
:‘n of lﬁl notices; amd that its publishers have complied with all demands of
said Courty Audltor for proofs of :tu sald qualifiecation

That the printed . ....M.P"l".c..o........-..__-.--__ ——————— .. -
hereto atlached as o part hercof wos cut from the columna of said newspoper; was
published thereln In the English language once each week for . 1.

ve weeks; that it was first so published on the _ . !,
\hl\_\n.c'\ 2013, thereafter MWA!T__ -—

X . \"
each week to and Including I.he..l.‘f day of. __FLNMY s <7
ﬁ:dﬁmtﬂ:efollowlnghneopyuilhelowercmalphablwhld:hnehnw!«!md

to have been the size and kingd of type used i the publication of saud... ...
Nodieae . e
.ubr.dfghljklmnopqrstuvwxyx 75p
abadeighljkimnopqrstuvwxyz 7 pt

/A

3

oy o o v wm— -

55,5 Bl

.';Iohry Pubhc- x X Folh County, M

My commission expires.. _1”3)"15 e -
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Verified Petition for Exemption
Appendix 6

(Verification)




VERIFICATION
LEE LAUTY, being duly swormn, states that he is Mnnager of Admenistrotion of
Minnesota Northern Railroad, Inc.; that he has knowledge of the factual assartions set forth in

this Venfied Petiton of Exemption; and thet all of those asserhions are frue and correct

EE LAUITT

STATE OF MINNESOTA )

)
counTy oF Bbli )

SUBSCRIBED and SWORN to before me
this day of Octaber _15 , 2013,

Muiarg Hullods

- Notary Fublic -

My Commission expires: | 31k

Wlxrrurienl oM

fraavy  MONIQUE HOLLAMDS
{@} HOTARY PLBLIC - M »L5DTA




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on Oclober 18, 2013, 1 served the loregoing document, Petition For

Exemption, by [irst-class, U.S. mail, postage prepaid, on the lollowing.

Minnesota Departiment of Transportation
Transportation Building

395 John Lieland Building

St. "aul, MN 55155

Nauonal Park Service

Recreational Resources Assistance Dhvision
P.O Box 37127

Washingion, DC 20013-7127

1).S Department of Interior
National Park Service

Land Resources Division
800 North Capriol St, N,
Room 540

Washington, DC 20002

SDDCTEA

Railroads lor National Delensce Program
720 Thimble Shoals Blvd., Swite 130
Newpoit News, VA 23606-2574

United States Depariment of Agriculture
Chicf of the Forest Service

4" Floor NW, Yales Bldg

14" Street & Independence Ave., S.W,
Washington, DC 20250

Mr. D. Thomas Ross

Assistant Directlor

U.S. Department of Interior (Org code 2220)
Recreation and Conscrvation

1849 C Strcet, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240

Alwewnns ¢ Mol

Thomas FF. McFarland




